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The MGC family has suf­
fered a great loss with the 
passing of A1 Adams. A1 
was a founding member of 
MGC and served as Presi­
dent for the past two years. 
A1 gave from his heart to 
MGC. When people re­
member A1 they speak of 
his friendliness, his warmth, 
his inspiration, and his lead­
ership. He saw the good in 
people and also found ways 
to bring out the best in 
them. He helped build

A Builder of Bridges

community within MGC 
and build bridges between 
MGC and Ohio University 
and local communities.
Al’s greatest legacy for 
MGC is his vision. He 
saw that MGC could be a 
resource for historical and 
genealogical research in 
multi-cultural families and 
communities. We could 
provide a museum, library, 
and research center. Our 
community has a unique 
perspective with families 
that have a blend of cul­
tures. By sharing histories, 
we could give knowledge

and enlightenment to 
the rest of the world.
A1 gave of himself—his 
time, his energy, his tal­
ents, and his love. We 
will miss him greatly. 
But, his vision and in­
spiration live on. Let us 
see the best in ourselves 
the way A1 saw the best 
in us. Let us see and 
tiilfiU our potential the 
way A1 would have en­
couraged us to do.

Vickie Thurston

Outstanding Organization
My first article as president 
of MGC win also be my 
last. Due to personal rea­
sons I will not have the 
time to dedicate to the or­
ganization that it deserves., 
and to the standards that 
Alvin Adams has set. He 
has left MGC with a tre­
mendous foundation and 
will be greatly missed.

As most o f you know, one 
o f the many things that 
MGC is doing is to help to 
preserve the history of our

very unique people. This is 
possible only with the help 
of each and every member 
and your contributions to 
this organization. Your 
support and the pride you 
have shown in your heritage 
has been a joy to watch; 1 
look forward to seeing it 
continue, even if from a 
short distance.

I’ll end by saying how much 
I have enjoyed working 
with everyone in the organi­
zation and hope that I can

somehow continue to be 
of assistance on occasion.
I have learned so much 
over these last four years.

Sherry Walker
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MGC Building Fund

The Multicialtaral Genealogical Center continues to aggressively move forward with plans to have it’s own 
facihty that would include a library, museum and research center. Thank you to all of those who have already 
contributed to the MGC Building Fund. Should you wish to contribute, please send your donations to the 
MGC Treasurer, Mildred Vore at P. O. Box 125, Chesterhill, Ohio 43728.

Jane linscott & Pat Tablet 

Kilvert Church o f  God 

Mildred & Harry Vore 

David V. & Nancy Aiken 

FVRC - Stewart, Ohio 

Alicia Woodson/Lxjrena Saxe 

Ann Long 

Lace Lynch 

Charles Hawk 

Gloria J. Harris 

Ephraim & linda Mayle 

C. L. Esmond & J. R. Kiger 

Arthur L. Thomas 

Nancy E. Woodson 

Cynthia A. Long-Wainwright 

M. Ceceha Hardnett 

Jerry & Tmdi Pedroso 

Y. T. & Edna & John Ross 

Olive Chapel E. G. I.

Josephine Johnson/Paul D. Jones

Alex V. & Joanna D. Ptisley

Gifford Doxsee

William P. Burroughs

Howard Rowe

Mary EDen Martin

Leland Roth/Greg Gtavemiet

Dorothy B. Cage

David L. Tabler/Barbata Thompson, Loti 
& Cameron Thompson (Van 
Wert Tablet Family)

Village o f  RendviUe, Ohio

Robbie James

James Carter

Jan Gtiesinget

Mary Arm Gaetano

Karl Harris

Theodora Lee G te ^

Dr. James F. & M. Opal Scott

Clair E. Carpenter

Byron Stinson, M.D. & Eleanor Stinson., 
L.P.N. (in memory o f  Steve Smith)

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Hawthorne 

Paul J. Grim

Tom & Nancy McNamonor

Maty M. Morgan

Vickie Lee Thurston 
Sherry L. Walker 
Richard D. Wetzel 
Deborah T. Rowe 
Miriam Hart (Four Year HeaverJy 

Project)
Gloria Woods 
Gwendolyn L. Walker 
Lauren Miller 
Jo Peters
Bobbie E. & Dallesta Barbee 
Karen & J. R. Walker 
Thelma E. Dammon/Quentin C.

Lockhart 
Helen E. Brunston

T O T A L  $ 3 . 2 6 2 . 0 0
(to date)

Mildred Vore 
Treasurer

MGC P ub lica tions

The Multicultural Ge­
nealogical Center 
Heritage Cookbook: 
A Celebration of out 
History and Diver­
sity, VoL 1 (2003) is a 
collection o f  recipes 
handed down through the 
families whose stories ate 
included plus recipes 
from old cookbooks, etc. 
Stories and genealogies 
complement the recipes. 
110 pp., spiral bound, soft 
covet, illustrations, index.

The Multicultural Genea­
logical Center Heritage 
Cookbook, Vol. 2 (2004)
is a further collection o f  his­
torical recipes. ISBN 0- 
9755300-2-X, 109 pp., spiral 
boimd, soft covet, illustra­
tions, index.

A Significant Presence:
A Pictorial GUmpse of 
the Black Experience in 
Athens County, Ohio by 
Ada Woodson Adams & 
Nancy E. Aiken (2004)
offers a glimpse into the his­
tory o f  Blacks in Athens 
County, Ohio and at Ohio 
University. ISBN 0-9755300- 
1-1, 60 pp., 185 photographs, 
soft bound, index.

As Long As Hearts Re­
member edited by Alvin 
C. Adams
consists o f  tributes, original 
poetry and stories, photo­
graphs, and obituaries o f  de­
ceased loved ones from multi­
cultural families in southern 
Ohio. ISBN 0-9755300-0-3- 
175 pp., soft bound

Enclosed is a book order 
form for these 4 pubUcations.

Nancy Aiken
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Alvin Clay Adams, 66, a founder 
of the Multicultural Genealogi­
cal Center in Chesterhill, died 
peacefully at home on Saturday, 
April 24, 2004.

He was bom Alvin Clay Adams, 
Jr. on April 30,1937, at the foot 
of Carr Hill in Morgan County 
to Alvin Clay Adams, Sr and 
Ada Blanche Holbert. In 1959 
he became the first black stu­
dent to graduate from Ohio 
University with a joumahsm de­
gree. In addition, he was a 
founding member of the Kappa 
Alpha Psi OU Chapter. After 
college he worked as a city hall 
reporter for the Chicago Daily 
Defender and later as an associ­
ate editor at Jet Magazine.

He spent more than 30 years 
doing public relations for a vari­
ety of companies, including 
United Auto Workers and the 
State of Illinois. He retired in 
1997 from Illinois Power Co. of

Decatur. For six years, he was 
co-owner with his wife, Ada, of 
Oakland Market & Deh, a 
neighborhood grocery store in 
Decatur.

In 2003, A1 was awared the L. J. 
Horton Distinguished Alumnus 
Award by Ohio University’s E. 
W. Scripps School of Journal­
ism. Other awards included an 
Outstanding Small Business 
Award, acknowledgement in the 
Congressional Record and rec­
ognition from Tabor School of 
Business at MiUiken University.

A1 is survived by his wonderful 
wife of 43 years, the former Ada 
Woodson of Nelsonville; a 
daughter, Amelia Marie Adams 
of Norman, Oklahoma; a son,
A. Clay Adams III of Urbana, 
Illinois; a sister, Dessie Nichols 
Butcher Workman of Stewart, 
Ohio; two maternal aimts, 
Naomi Baker and Phyllis Nich­
ols; three maternal uncles: Jim, 
Dave and Dick Holbert; numer­

ous other relatives and many fan­
tastic friends.

He was preceded in death by his 
father and mother; grandparents, 
Luther and Dororthy Holbert; 
four material aimts, Freda and 
Gloria Holbert, Anna Owens and 
Dorothy HiU; and a maternal un­
cle, Carl Holbert.

Near the end of his days, A1 re­
flected that “The Lord provided 
me a fruitfiil and interesting life”. 
A memorial service was held on 
Thursday, April 29, 2004 at 
Jagers & Sons Funeral Home in 
Athens, Ohio. Interment fol­
lowed at the Greenlawn Ceme­
tery.

Alvin Adams

Upcoming MGC M em bership M eetings

July 13 Meeting 
Chesterhill Meeting House

“Truth or Fiction?? In 
History**

M G C  is asking attendees to  
bring som ething to sh ow  
and then tell the audience 
about it’s history. T h e audi­
ence will decide i f  they have 
been told the tm th or fic­
tion.

(Example: A n  individual 
will tell a story o f  an old  
family Bible that has been  
handed dow n. T h e audi­
ence will decide w hether or 
n ot what the individual has 
said is truth or fiction?)

August 10 Meeting 
Chesterhill Library

Joses Laguerre

A n individual firom Flaiti 
win speak o f  his h om e­
land, the Haitian people  
and the sch oo l he operates 
there

September 14 Meeting 
Nelsonville, Ohio

The 1860Log House

October 12 Meeting 
Cutler School, Cutler Ohio

Multicultural Experi­
ences in Narratives,

Artifacts and Pictures
Introduction by Mike 
Brant

November 9 Meeting 
Chesterhill Meeting House

Speaker and topic to  be 
announced

December 14 Meeting 
Lyons Club, 

Chesterhill, Ohio

The Art o f Cooking with 
History

Speaker to be announced

Ada W oodson Adams 
Mildred V ore
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Tablet Reunion

Sunday, August 29, 2004 
12:30 p.m.

The reunion will be held at the Federal Hocking 
Middle School on Route 144, Stewart, Ohio.

A poduck dinner will be at 12:30 p.m. with the 
entertainment beginning at 2:00 p.m.

MGC Board Members

Sherry Walker, President 
Ada W oodson Adams, Vice President 

Vickie Lee Thurston, Secretary 
Mildred Vore, Treasurer

David Butcher 
Nancy Aiken 

Richard Wetzel 
Virginia Norris 
Junior Walker 
Debbie Rowe

Membership Information

• Annual Membership runs from January 1 
through December 31

• To become a member of MGC, simply fill out 
an application form (applications can be ob­
tained by contacting the address below) and 
send it along with your dues to:

The Multicultural Genealogical Center 
P. O. Box 125 

Chesterhill, Ohio 43728-0125

Or bring it to the monthly meeting at The Friends 
Meeting House on St. Rt. 555 next to the fire sta­
tion in Chesterhill. Monthly meetings are held the 
second Tuesday of each month.

If you would like to take advantage of the install­
ment plan for a lifetime membership, please con­
tact Mildred Vore, Treasurer, at the monthly 
meeting.

mailto:swalker@frognet.net
mailto:walkerplus@yahoo.com

